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we find people who are compelled to ask for aid, not because of any- 
particular deficiency, but because of lack of ability. When once 
taught a trade, however, these people can generally find work ; and 
here, no doubt, there is chance for charitable aid. 

In this classification careful inquiry was made in each case. The 
necessary information was obtained from relatives, landlords, and 
employes. 

G. N. Calkins. 

STATISTICAL ARTICLES IN GERMAN PERIODICALS AND 
JOURNALS. 



Jahrbikher fur Nationalsokonomie nnd Statistik. February, 1892. 

Die Entwickelung der Briteschen Landwirthschaft unter dem Druch 
auslandischer Konkurrenz. By Prof. Dr. Paasche. 

This traces the development of British agriculture since the aboli- 
tion of the corn laws, and every page bristles with statistical evidence. 
Long rows of figures give the imports of each staple with the amounts 
shipped from each food-producing country. Other tables show the 
diversification of British agriculture itself. All this leads to the con- 
clusion that the principal cost of cheap food for the inhabitants of 
Great Britain has been the burden of decreased rents falling upon the 
land-owners. 

Die Verwaltung der Stadt Berlin in den Jahren 1882-1888. By 
E. Loening. 

This presents a discussion of the recently published statistics of the 
Berlin city government. The city has continued in the line of de- 
velopment begun in 1860. The population has increased 3.46 per 
cent yearly, — an addition traceable both to immigration and to an 
excess of births over deaths. At the same time the basis for taxation 
has grown at an even more rapid rate ; that is, the income return has 
increased 6.11 per cent annually. Not only have the tax receipts 
risen from 24,198,519 marks in 1882-83 to 33,461,753 marks in 
1888-89, but also the surplus from the administration of the munici. 
pal monopolies from 31,382,626 marks to 44,767,393 marks in the 
same years, respectively. 

One-fourth of the city's income was expended upon its schools, 15 
per cent upon its streets and bridges, and a smaller proportion for 
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street lighting and cleaning, for poor relief, for police surveillance, 
for pensions, etc. The municipal gas and water works, the slaughter 
house, canals, markets, have all been more or less extended. Upon 
this huge municipal plant the total debt is 163,340,125 marks. The 
next problem to be dealt with, says Herr Loening, lies in the annex- 
ation of the various suburbs, which the rapid growth of Berlin has 
made practically at one with that city. Many economies are to be 
expected from such centralization. 

Die Zunahme der Bevolkerung in den hauptsdchlichsten Kultur- 
staaten wdhrend der leteten Dezennien. [March, 1892. 

This is a table collecting, from official sources, the statistics of popu- 
lation of the chief civilized countries for the period during which they 
have been regularly gathered. The states compared are : the Ger- 
man Empire, Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, Wurtemburg, Baden, the 
United States, France, Great Britain and Ireland, England and 
Wales, Scotland, Ireland, Sweden, Norway, Austria, Hungary, Hol- 
land, Belgium, Russia, Denmark, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, and 
Portugal. Victor Rosewater. 

Schmoller's Jahrbncb. XVI. No. 1. 

Der Wiener Weltpost Kongress. By J. Jung. 

The congress of delegates from the various countries comprised 
within the universal postal union, which met in Vienna in 1891, fur- 
nishes occasion for a review of the growth and extent of the world's 
postal business. The suggestion made in 1868 by Minister Stephan, 
then in charge of the postal system of the North German Confedera- 
tion, bore fruit in 1874, when a convention was signed in Bern by the 
representatives of 22 states, with some 350 million inhabitants. The 
new postal convention effected at Paris in 1878 bore the signatures 
of delegates from 32 states, with a population of about 750 million 
people. The union has since then become more and more complete, 
embracing in 1891 over 60 countries with 946 million inhabitants. 

The postal traffic within the union has increased from, in round 
numbers, 3300 million transmissions in 1873 to 15,000 million in 
1889, classified roughly into 7000 million letters, 1600 million postal 
cards, 5700 million pieces of printed matter, 100 million articles of 
merchandise, 220 million postal money orders, 260 million packages, 
60 million registered letters, 40 million postal notices and pieces 
forwarded. 
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Detailed tables and charts are given, showing the increase in the 
internal and foreign postal business of Germany. Similar statistics 
for the whole postal union would be much more interesting and use- 
ful ; we may hope that the next postal congress, which is to meet at 
Washington in 1897, will provide the missing material. 

Die Entwickelung der Fachvereine in Frankreich 1891. By Dr. 
M. v. d. Osten. 

Dr. von der Osten gives the following table from the Annuaire des 
Syndicats. Professionels, as illustrating the rapid increase of trades 
unions in France, since the law of 1884 legalized such combinations. 



On July 1. 


Unions of 
Employers. 


Unions of 
Employes. 


Unions with 

Mixed 
Membership. 


Total. 


1884 


101 


68 


1 


170 


1885 


285 


221 


4 


510 


1886 


359 


280 


8 


647 


1887 


598 


501 


45 


1,144 


1888 


859 


725 


78 


1,662 


1889 


877 


821 


69 


1,767 


1890 


1,004 


1,006 


97 


2,107 


1891 


1,127 


1,250 


126 


2,503 



On the 1st of July, 1891, the number of members in the unions 
reported were 106,157 employers, 205,152 employes, and 15,773 mem- 
bers of mixed unions. The list of objects for which their activities 
are exerted include funds for sickness, injury, temporary lack of em- 
ployment, trade schools, libraries, and employment bureaus. 

Victor Rosewater. 
Allgcmeines Statistisches Archiv. II. No. 1. 

Die Jahresschwanknngen in der Haujigkeit verschiedener bevolker- 
ungs mid moralstatistischer Erscheinungen. By Dr. K. Becker. 

This most interesting paper, originally read as an address before 
one of the scientific societies of Berlin, deals with the statistical 
phenomena recurring regularly each year, as illustrated particularly 
by the materials gathered by the German imperial statistical bureau. 
While in many cases such variations are ultimately dependent upon 
changes in season and temperature, yet the causation is seldom as 
direct as in the appearance of sunstroke, or death by freeziug. One 
of the important factors is seen in the semi-annual terms upon which 
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houses are rented. The announcements of removal of residence in 
Berlin rise above the monthly average only in October and April. In 
these months not only is the weather unusually favorable, but also 
better opportunities are offered for securing new quarters. 

In like manner the statistics of emigration to foreign lands display 
two annual periods of extraordinary activity. The maximum comes 
in April, then a decrease until July, after which the increase again 
continues to October. Dr. Becker, in order to reduce these variations 
to a scientific basis, treats his figures in this way : After finding how 
many such events would occur each month if they were evenly dis- 
tributed throughout the year, he takes the result as 100 upon his 
scale, and then expresses the number which actually did occur in each 
particular month in figures relative to this norm. Thus calculated, 
the statistics of emigration for the years 1872-89 become, according 
to the time of sailing, January, 26 ; February, 52 ; March, 132 ; 
April, 207; May, 173; June, 105; July, 80; August, 93; Septem- 
ber, 105 ; October, 126; November, 73; and December, 28. 

Similarly calculated, statistics of marriage for the years 1872-85 
give more frequent variations. The figures are : December, 76 ; Janu- 
ary, 97; February, 118; March, 58; April, 115; May, 124; June, 
91 ; July, 84 ; August, 68 ; September, 92 ; October, 112 ; Novem- 
ber, 153. Here, besides the seasons, the terms of house rents, of 
employment contracts, and the church festivals exercise noticeable 
influence. Reduced to a chart, we have a line rising and sinking 
three successive times, and this curve resembles those for the separate 
commonwealths of the empire, although differing slightly from those 
for other European countries. 

The influence of the marriage curve upon that for the total num- 
ber of births is almost imperceptible. Thrbwing the date of birth 
back nine months, in order to get the time of conception, Dr. Becker 
arrives at these results for the German Empire on the averages of 
1872-85: January, 100; February, 99; March, 99; April, 102£; 
May, 105^; June, 103£; July, 100; August, 97 ; September, 95; 
October, 95f ; November, 98; December, 105. Thus, the curve 
swells twice annually. The statistics of conceptions leading to births 
of illegitimate children, on the other hand, form a curve with but one 
annual swell, the maximum occurring in May and far above either 
maximum for the total births. From this Dr. Becker concludes that 
the seasons have much more direct influence upon births of illegiti- 
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mate than of legitimate children. Very different is the curve of the 
still-born. It rises and sinks but once annually, but the height falls 
in the cold month of January, and the depth in moderate September. 

Upon the general death rate, too, may be traced the influence of 
wintry cold and summer heat. The two maximums come in March 
(110) and August (101), respectively, and the two miuimums in 
October (91) and June (95). The greatest deviations from the 
average appear in the cases of infant death. A similarly constructed 
curve for the phenomena of suicide shows one huge swell from 70 in 
December to 126 in June, the maximum in the summer when the 
day is longest, not in the winter as might have been expected. 

Like annual variations in the statistics of crimes of every sort are 
dealt with and illustrated by graphical charts, showing the resulting 
curves. Victor Rosewateb. 

Zeitsehrift fur Schweizerisehe Statistik. XXVII. No. 3. 

Zehn Basler Arbeiterhaushaltungen. By Carl Landolt. 

The wages question continues to attract attention in all parts of the 
civilized world. We have here a new investigation for Switzerland, 
chiefly on the side of workingmen's budgets. The method pursued is 
interesting. Herr Landolt began his study in November, 1888, when 
he persuaded three reliable laborers to conduct household accounts 
according to prescribed rules. One was soon forced to choose between 
giving up his bookkeeping and giving up his situation ; nor did the 
work of the others proceed satisfactorily. The Basler Arbeiierbund 
was therefore appealed to, and with its assistance eighty members 
were induced to participate in the scheme. They were required, first 
of all, to take an inventory of their entire property, and then to meet 
regularly from time to time for inspection and correction of accounts. 
The number of laborers who persisted in the undertaking gradually 
fell off to seventeen, and Herr Landolt finally secured fifteen reliable 
accounts covering a period of one year. Owing to lack of time, only- 
ten of these have been compiled. The books give a chronological 
record of income and expenditure with the exact quantities of every 
purchased article. Unaccounted expenditure was so controlled by 
means of semi-monthly or monthly balances that this item, usually 
quite large, was reduced to an average of 9 per mill of the total ex- 
penditure. This adds greatly to the reliability and accuracy of the 
resulting computations. 
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The ten families under consideration comprise fifty-four members, 
of whom twenty-three are wholly or in part self-sustaining, and occu- 
pied mostly with work requiring some small degree of skill. The 
wife, in eight out of ten instances, is engaged in remunerative employ- 
ment. The family is made up, on the average, of two adults and 
three minors. Their dwellings are not what would be desired, failing 
generally to afford sufficient air space per person. As a result of 
this, the health of the occupants is more or less affected, though not 
at all bad considering the circumstances. The inventory of property 
is closely connected with the earning capacity of the family. Herr 
Landolt has classified two households as very poor, three as poor, 
three as moderate, and two as comparatively well-fixed. 

The average total annual income per family was 1825.71 francs. 
Of this the average earnings of the husband constitute 73.8 per cent ; 
of the wife, 10.8 per cent; of the children, 6 per cent, while 9.4 per 
cent is obtained from other sources. While the average cash on hand 
at the commencement of the account was 68.7 francs, only 58 francs 
remained at the end. The laborers, with one exception, were not 
able to save anything, much less to be able to make adequate pro- 
vision for the future. Any slight emergency might bring them within 
the bounds of pauperism. Victor Rosewater. 

Vierteljahrshefte zur Statistik des Deulschen Reichs. Herausgegeben 
vom Kaiserlichen Statistischen Amt. Erster Jahrgang, 1892. Erster 
Heft. Berlin, 1892. 

This new publication will deal with such subjects as indirect taxes, 
on beer, brandy, salt, playing cards, tobacco, sugar ; coal, iron, and 
salt production ; the crops ; births, marriages, and deaths ; emigration ; 
it will also give selections from annual returns on special matters, like 
foreign commerce, foreign and domestic shipping, criminal and insur- 
ance statistics; and, finally, it will tabulate the more infrequent re- 
ports, — the census, the votes at elections to the Reichstag, and the 
like. It is possible to call attention to only a portion of the contents 
of the present number. 

The census of December 1, 1890, is summarized, showing that the 
population of the Empire was then 49,428,470; the percentage of 
gain annually from 1885 to 1890 was about the same as prevailed 
from 1871 to 1880, being a marked improvement over the period 
1880-85, when emigration was unusually large. The marriage rate 
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has increased a trifle during the past ten years, whereas the birth and 
death rates have slightly diminished. There is a suggestive table 
comparing, for the years 1884 to 1890, the movement of population 
in the German Empire, France, Great Britain, Ireland, and Italy. 
The emigration statistics for 1891 are not quite complete, the number 
of Germans sailing from French ports is lacking ; but reckoning these 
at the nearly constant average from such ports for the preceding four 
years, the total emigration from German}' during 1891 was rising 
120,000, — 23,000 more than in 1890, and the largest number since 
1884. The usual proportion of about 90 per cent came to the United 
States. 

German shipping has made great advances in the last decade, though 
the number of sailing vessels between 1880 and 1891 was reduced 
from 4403 to 2757, and the tonnage from 974,943 to 709,761. The 
steamships, on the other hand, increased from 374 to 896, and their 
tonnage from 196,343 to 723,652. In 1891 one-half the total tonnage 
was under steam ; in 1880 only one-sixth. It is noticeable that the 
main increase in tonnage is in the larger ships, especially in those of 
more than 2000 tons. C. F. A. Currier. 

Statistiselie Mmiatselmft. Vienna, January, 1892. 

Die uberseeische osterreichische Auswanderung, insbesondere in den 
Jahren 1889 und 1890. By Dr. Friedrich Probst. 

Dr. Probst treats his subject from two points of view, namely, the 
returns of emigration from European ports and of immigration into 
foreign lands. Figures from the first-mentioned sources give a total 
of 55,667 emigrants from Austria-Hungary in 1889, and 74,002 in 
1890. But, inasmuch as the returns are notoriously incomplete, these 
results fall somewhat short of the actual facts. Two-thirds of the 
emigrants recorded are males, 20 per cent under 15 years of age, and 
about 10 per cent over 40 years of age. In the year 1890, this emi- 
gration neutralized 22 per cent of the natural increase of population 
by excess of births over deaths. 

Similar figures are given for the immigration from Austria-Hungary 
into various states of North and South America ; these, however, are 
necessarily fragmentary. Dr. Probst emphasizes the difficulties and 
disadvantages which attend the emigrant wherever he goes, and insists 
that of the 30 to 40 thousand people who leave Austria-Hungary for 
foreign shores annually not more than 10 thousand have their expec- 
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tations even half-way realized, while 20 to 30 thousand are compelled 
to eke out the remainder of their existence in a most pitiful manner. 
State interference is the remedy recommended. 

Die gewerbliche Genossenschaften in Oesterreich zu Ende des Jahres 
1891. By Dr. Schmid. 

This paper shows statistically the condition and extent of industrial 
societies in the Austrian kingdom. In 1883 the total number was 
2870; in 1890, 5113, of which 722 were unions for particular trades, 
2252 unions for groups of allied trades, and 2139 unions for the com- 
bined trades of a specific locality. Of these societies 2857 possessed 
funds for mutual aid, 2657 had arbitration committees, 808 kept gen- 
eral sickness funds, and 195 had funds for the aid of sick apprentices. 
The 722 simple trades unions comprised 112 different industrial 
occupations. 

Mittheilungen des Statistischen Arrds der Stadt Dresden. 

Wocken-Berichte des Statistischen Amts der Stadt Dresden. 

Monatsberichte des Statistischen Amts der Stadt Dresden. 

In January, 1891, the city of Dresden, Germany, began the publi- 
cation of occasional, weekly, and monthly statistical reports. The 
weekly reports embrace such subjects as marriages, births, deaths, the 
gas and water supply, slaughter-house returns, an exhaustive list of 
market prices, the weather, etc. The monthly publication summarizes 
the vital statistics and also those pertaining to the consumption of gas 
and water, but is devoted chiefly to information not otherwise supplied, 
such as criminal and other police returns, reports from hospitals and 
other charitable organizations, movement of the population, the 
amount of building going on, savings bank and loan operations, octroi 
receipts, and vacant dwellings classed according to rental. C. 



